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Scottish clergy that there was "a carnal confidence upon misunderstood and misapplied precepts " which might be termed " spiritual drunkenness/*
For his own part, Cromwell believed in " dispensations " rather than " revelations." Since all things which happened in the world were determined by God's will, the statesman's problem was to discover the hidden purpose which underlay events. When he announced his victory at Preston he bade Parliament enquire " what the mind of God is in all that and what our duty is." " Seek to know what the mind of God is in all that chain of Providence/' was his counsel to his doubting friend, Colonel Hammond. With Cromwell, in every political crisis this attempt to interpret the meaning of events was part of the mental process which preceded action. As it was difficult to be sure what that meaning was, he was often slow to make up his mind, preferring to watch events a little longer and to allow them to develop in order to get more light. This slowness was not the result of indecision, but a deliberate suspension of judgment. When his mind was made up there was no hesitation, no looking back; he struck with the same energy in politics as in war.
This system of being guided by events had its dangers. Political inconsistency is generally attributed to dishonesty, and Cromwell's inconsistency was open and palpable. One year he was foremost in pressing for an agreement with the King, another foremost in bringing him to the block ; now all for a republic, now all for a government with some element of monarchy in it. His changes of policy were